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as 'ft palioc oSicesi sand aanv &im rise (o become a unulti-tasfm Mcml^af of 
OongflsSif ttad Chair of flans House MtTohBnt Marble CftBranuottissa. Mario 
Biajggj known ftac bis lagistattvto acumua and; his fflrtjsosdistii'y 
canaErfumt sandaa^ Ha is (tlso rwfljatsd far his active isstaswrt and rtsla in 
acHwraig peaic^ is Northern iMar-d, Medo lives today iti the fWTtrarosjity he 
iifiprcEflntwil m (fat Copigres& fwf inat^ y«ajtw amJ nasisins wcuwiwJIy popular 
and highly mgndfod by c^aitcimiJiy IdwJsjcs m Wc«f yotrfc Crty. 
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Tl-asidtiit diHtati iso I aiotii Seaatxir Hjstch aaid I Jiaw naquueNsd flb&i it be 
rt/tdwwtsid and givem favorable (romadiBftatioin by .1?iHadiieswt 'Bnsh in vie^ of 
thd flppruciatftMS being sluttp^i titrarflftsjngjy towarda Mwtio bejcsuMm of bis 
iftamj GGniribiAttons toid isjt*jms)l4iy pmblit; s*afW™&. Now tifoat Mfirit* Bia^Et 
to tHKVEttS 'hiti 4dm^ nnd gu,(KiTt4 the lass of rqputatisui which HtKcmp&sJiicd 
hia cunvitsticiBL, beil^ft it ^fl liMje Kbr bssn ta ba pardoned aad the afiuis on 
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November 23, 2004 

George W. Bush 

President of the United States 

The White House, 1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW 

Washington, DC 20500 

Dear President Bush: 
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Congratulations on your reelection. I look forward to working with you on 
the two issues you have identified as priorities for your second term, tax 
reform and the preservation and strengthening of social security. 

I am writing now to ask you to grant a Presidential pardon to my former 
colleague in the Congress and still my good friend, Mario Biaggi. His 
petition for pardon after completion of sentence was filed on August 13, 
1999 and it remains pending before the Pardon Attorney in the Department 
of Justice. 

Mario Biaggi, who I have known and been in public life with for almost 
forty years, was and is a man with a big heart and a passion for public 
service that has always impressed all who came to know him. During a 
political career which began after his service as a police officer and saw 
him rise to become a multi-term Member of Congress and Chair of the 
House Merchant Marine Committee, Mario Biaggi was known for his. 
legislative acumen and his extraordinary constituent service. He is also 
praised for his active interest and role in securing peace in Northern Ireland. 

At a recent birthday tribute to Mario I was reminded of the number of 
people he touched in his career and the number of friends he made across 
the political spectrum. The warmth of the public reminiscing about Mario 
that evening reminded me of why I was a leading supporter of the issuance 
of a Presidential Pardon by President Clinton in response to the petition. 
Now that Mario Biaggi has served /his time and suffered the loss of 
reputation which accompanied his conviction, it is time for him to be 
pardoned and the stain onhis name rj/moved. 
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December 21, 2004 



Georgo W. Bush 

President of the United States 

The White House 

1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW 

Washington, DC 20500 

Dear President Bush: 

We are writing to ask you to grant a Presidential pardon to our former colleague in the 
Congress, Mario Biaggi, who was convicted of the crimes of bribery, conspiracy and 
perjury in 1988 and was sentenced to imprisonment for eight years and fined £242,000. 
Mr. Biaggi was imprisoned on April 10, 1989, and released with a medical discbarge on 
June 19, 1991. Bis petition for pardon after completion of sentence was filed on August 
13, 1999 and it remains pending before the Pardon Attorney in the Department of Justice. 

Mario Biaggi, who we have known as an able and dedicated legislator, has bean in public 
life for almost forty years. Mario was and is a man with a big heart and a passion for public 
service. During a political career which began after his service as a police officer and saw 
hira rise to become a multi-term Member of Congress and Chair of the House Merchant 
Marine Cornrnittee, Mario Biaggi was known as an eJtpert legislator and provided 
extraordinary constituent service. He is also praised for his active interest and role in 
securing peace m Northern Ireland. Mario lives today in the community he represented in 
the Congress and remains extremely popular with his neighbors and highly regarded by 
community leaders in New York City, 

A Petition for a Presidential Pardon for Mario Biaggi was requested of President Clinton in 
1 999 and we request that it be reviewed and given favorable consideration by you in view 
of the totality of his record Mario has made many contributions during his lifetime of 
public service. Now that Mario Biaggi has served his time and suffered the loss of 
reputation, which accompanied his conviction, we believe it is appropriate for him to be 
pardoned so that he can contribute even more to society. 




Oniii G. Hatch 
US Senator 



Member of Congress (^/ 
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Pardon Attorney 
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The Honorable Cltades B. Rangel 
House of Representatives 
Washington, I>C 20515 

Dcstr Congressman Range E: 

This is in response to your letter ofNovetttbtr 23, 2004 to file President supporting 
clemency for former Congres5in:m .Mario Bia^gt «n<i to the December 21, 2004 letter that you 
and Senator Orrin G. Hatch sent to the President on the same matter. As I sun sure you know, 
.Mi 1 . ftiaggTs application for a pardon remains under eonsidtsratioit. The -views in your letters lire 
important and both of them have been mude part of Mr., Bias's elecneney fik, The time for 
processing a clemency mattes ears be lengthy, and 1 can give no assurance that fmsiE action will be 
taken by any specific date, but we will notify MY. Bkggi promptly when a decision has been 
made on Ms application. As 1 have mentioned to you previously, w« will modify ytm as wdl, 

] appreciate your continuing interest in this matter. 



Sincerely, 




Roger C, Adams 
Pardon Attorney 




U, S, Department of Justice 



Pardon Attomn-y 
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The Honorable Cliari.es B. ftMtgd 
U.S. House oi'Represfftiiaiivos 
Washington, 0.0.20515 

Dear Congressman R&lgtil: 

This is in respoiistt to yotix kilter of May 23 , 2005 to Attorney General Gowcakis 
concerning the pardon application t>f formwr Congressman Mario Bi£tg$L I appreciate receiving 
the information thai Mi. Bia&gi racssntly tiief llwr Attorney General, I mi afraid xhant in little that 
I can add at ih.is tinio lo my previous letters to you ittdiusitijig that his clemency request remains 
under eonsidmMoR. AJJ of those; tit the Department of Justice involved m advising the While 
House on Mr. Biiiygi's request are itwiirc of thtr support that you have expressed ibr Mr. Biaggi, 
as well its the maturids you h&ve provided to us. As you know, both tfcte ultimate decision m a 
clemency matter and the Jime- it is madft in any particular cas<! are matters for 1te White Mouse to 
decide. 1 appreciate your continuing interest in Mr. Bias's; case, attd will noiify you of the 
decision yiice it is made 



Sincerely, 




Roger C. Adams 
Pardon Attorney 
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May 23, 2005 

Alberto R. Gonzalez, Attorney General 
Office of the Attorney General, Department of Justice 
Robert F. Kennedy Building., 10th & Constitution Ave. NW 
Washington, DC 20530 

Dear Attorney General Gonzalez: 



I have learned from him that last Friday, May 13 th you shared a podium 
with my long and dear friend, former Congressman Mario Biaggi. He": 
further informs me that while you were together he had the opportunity to 
share with you that Senator Orren Hatch and I are working together to 
obtain a Presidential pardon for him. I am writing to provide you with 
background on this effort and to request you, as you assume the duties of 
Attorney General, to familiarize yourself with our pending Petition for 
Presidential Pardon and what we believe are the persuasive reasons for a 
Pardon to be issued in this case, in the hope that you may be willing to 
recommend to the President his issuance of a pardon for Mario Biaggi. 
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Mario Biaggi, who we have known as an able and dedicated legislator, has 
been in public life for almost forty years. Mario was and is a man with a big 
heart and a passion for public service that has always impressed all who 
came to know him. During a political career which began after his service 
as a police officer and saw him rise to become a multi-term Member of 
Congress and Chair of the House Merchant Marine Committee, Mario 
Biaggi was known for his legislative acumen and his extraordinary 
constituent service. He is also praised for his active interest and role in 
securing peace in Northern Ireland. Mario lives today in the community he 
represented in the Congress for many years and remains extremely popular 
and highly regarded by community leaders in New York City. 

A Petition for a Presidential Pardon for Mario Biaggi was requested of 
President Clinton in 1999 and Senator Hatch and I have requested that it be 
reviewed and given favorable consideration by President Bush in view of 
Mario's exemplary public service. Now that Mario Biaggi has served his 
time and suffered the loss of reputation which accompanied his conviction, 
we believe it is time for him to be pardoned and the stain on his name 
removed. He is now 88 years old and time is not on our side. 
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Legal and Confidential PiseltHroer 

This document is intended only for the use of die party to whom it is addressed and may contain 
information that is privileged, canfidenual, and protected from disclosure under applicable law. 
If you re not the addressee, or b person, authnriied to deliver the document to the addressee, you 
ato norby notified that guy review, disclosure,, diaserainatioii, copying or other action baaed on the 
content of this cewnmuniaation ia not authorized. If you have received this document in Error, 
please immediately notify us by telephone and letutn to us at the ah ovc address by mail . 
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Congress of ttje HHntetp Stated 



Hi/if W 



JMM£S E, WtL 



Dsrjffltiber 12, ?.0G7 

Honorable Geor^ liusb, President of the United States 
Office of the Piesklum 
The Wlis^Ej Houdfc 
Washington, DC 20503 

Deai Mr. President 

f Ki>A trie; news report of the Pardofis you have given this year with 
growing' and finally with sharp disappointment when £ cams to the cmd of 
the l ist and could not Bud 4i« nsume nf my friend, former Ciscrgrcsstrtiix 
M&ria Biag£i, who in :ny opimort presents a corned lhg case fbi' a 
Pregid^Titial pardon, one that 1 am convinced is us scror^ as any which 
justified the Portions you granscd. I write ngam with increasing- Ltrgcnsy 
hcCHsj.^fi of b.is increasing age and failing; health to ask you to donKidftr atid 
iStnv, Mario Biaggi a Pardon. 

Senator Orrim Ha!cb and I aits squarely behind Mfrrio SJifigjri and have 
written wj you several limes asking you to consider sod grant him a Pardon. 
The Mario ftisiggi we tmvc known, respected, and admired is am able and 
dcidiesttfid lefjiatator who served in public life for almost forty years- Mario 
was nnd is <i man with a big heart and a passion for public service that lias 
ill ways i.mprssBffd all who aaaie us know him. During a political oarecr 
whkib began niter his service as a police officer and s:tw ium rise to beooiiie 
a mulii-iran Member of Congress and Chair of the I-Ioi.ise Mertihaitt Maitine 
Committee-, Misrio was fctiowu for his legis'lath's acumen arid his 

extraordinary eflVLRtifcuesirt aerviee, He i& also prtsiTS-pd fw bin active interest 
and role in securing peate- in Northern Ireland. Mario lives coday in the 
community he r^presejuesfd in the Cotigvisss for many years aitd r^maina 
extremely popular and highly regsnittd by community leaders in Hew York' 
City. 

One of Mario Bias's singula;' achievements in keeping' with ius dedicated 
support of law enforcement throuahom his career was Isis securing of th« 
j]fis.ta^ft £>t' legistiitian fur thu craation of a Ijtw Emforuofmaiv Officws 

Momorial in tlie nation's capital to honor the bmve utieti and womeit who 
have triads r^c UitimaEc sacrifice providing seoiiiity for ihiii 1 follow citizens. 
This MeEflonal was dudicatcd by your fairer d LU'Lng his Prc-sidcnL-y. He 
remaina a hero to f.he law enfnrcernant voimru unity, much of which huve 
joined ihe call for nou si deration of a rVe^dsntia! Pardon. 
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A Petition for a Presidential Pardon for Mario Biaggi wag requested of 
President Clinton in 1999 and Senator Hatch and I have requested that it be 
reviewed and given your favorable consideration in view of the appreciation 
being shown increasingly towards Mario because of his many contributions 
and exemplary public service. Now that Mario Biaggi has served his time 
and suffered the loss of reputation which accompanied his conviction, we 
believe it is time for him to be pardoned and the stain on his name removed. 

Finally, Mr. President, we feel a special sense of urgency that this Pardon 
be issued soon. Mario Biaggi is now 90 years old and in failing health, and 
we know thai time is growing short for him to be receive and appreciate his 
Pardon. >• 
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Thii Honorable Charles B. Itangd 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515-3215 

Dtfar Congressman Range]; 

This responds £o your letter of Jantiary 22, 2004 to the President, concern t»g the paniorc 
application filed by Mr. Mario Biaggi. You originally forwarded Ml'. Biaggi's petition to my 
office, 

Mr, Biaggi 1 5 pardon petition remains under cons iteration, and we have added your letter 
to his clemency file. We appreciate- your co-ntiiaumg interest Sfi this matter. Thank yott for 
writing to the President , and we will let you know when a final decision is made- in Mr. BiaggTs- 
case. 1 apologize for the delay in replying to your letter, but it only recently anivixl itx my off tee. 



Sincerely, 




Roger C. Adams 
Pardon Attorney 
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January 22, 2004 



President George W. Bush 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear President Bush: 

I am writing in support of the request of former Congressman Mario Biaggi for 
your pardon for the commission of federal crimes for which he was convicted in 1987 
and 1988. 

Mario Biaggi was born in New York City on October 26, 1917. He was educated 
at New York City public schools. In 1963 he was admitted to the bar of the State of New 
York. Prior to becoming a distinguished attorney Mr. Biaggi was a decorated member of 
the New York City Police Department. He served for 23 years retiring at the rank of 
Lieutenant. At the time of his retirement from the police department and for many years 
later, he was the most decorated police officer in New York City history. Among his 
many commendations and awards was the Medal of Valor, the department's highest 
award given for acts of courage. 

In 1968 Mr. Biaggi was elected to serve in the United States Congress where for 
the next twenty years he was law enforcement's most vocal and effective voice on Capitol 
Hill. He served from January 3, 1969 until his resignation on August 5, 1988. 

Despite his criminal convictions, former Congressman Biaggi has spent a major 
part of his adult life in public service. In light of his distinguished service to our country 
and his advanced age, I would like to support his request that he be granted a pardon. 
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US. Depart™ en I of justice 



Pardon Attorney 
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Tlio Honorable Qwles Vi. Range! 
U.S. Mouse of Representatives 
Washington, D.C, 205 1 5-321 5 

Dear Congressman Rangd; 

Thank you for your letter of JuSy 30, 1999, forwarding the application for presidential 
pardon of Mario Biagj'L. Yiinr letter has been made part of his file, and your comments in his 
support will Ik: helpioi to us in the consideration of the cass. 

Mr. Bias's implication for presidential pardon \s now itt\der nonsidertatioa. The 
executive clemency process is frequently lengthy, and wc- ar<; unable to guarantee that foe 
President will act. upon any given case within a particular time frame, While we. are thus 
imahie to advise you when Mr. Biaggi may expect a decision on his petition, plea so he assured 
that he will be notified promptly when final action has bean taken. 

We appreciate your interest in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Roger C, Adams 
Pardon Attorney 
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July 30, 1999 



Mr. Roger Adams 
Pardon Attorney 
500 1st Street NW #400 
Washington, DC 20530 
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Dear Mr. Adams: f~ 

I am forwarding to you for your consideration the Petition for Pardon After 
Completion of Sentence of Mario Biaggi. 

I support this petition. I know Mr. Biaggi well. I was proud to serve with him for 
18 years in the United States House of Representatives. I know him to be a man 
who has dedicated his life to public service. He did so before his conviction and 
continues to do so since his release. He served bravely as a New York City 
policeman before becoming a Congressman. In Congress he was known for his 
efforts to secure peace in Northern Island and dedication to the people of the 
Bronx, who he represented. 

The supporting documentation in the petition indicates the widespread, gratitude 
for Mr. Biaggi's efforts, respect for him and belief that he should be pardoned. 

Today, at nearly 82 years, he is failing health and seeks to recover some measure 
of dignity after having paid dearly with incarceration and the loss of his, 
reputation. I hope that your review of this petition 
in you recommendations. 




p^;.iV' ;i "■■ ' ' ' THE WH1T£ HOUSE 



WASHINGTON 



August 16, 3.006 



Dear Roger 

The Office, of CoiUWC? 10 Uie FVeskiciU recently received the enclosed tetter concerning Mm'ia 
Bias's p«1.ilion for executive dtm(?yK:y, [ urn referring the letter to you for your information, 

K.onnesh Lee 

Associate Counsel to the. President 



Mr. Roger Adams 

Office of the Pardon A Morn try 

U.S. Department of Justice- 

1 42$ New York Av«nut\ Suilc 1 1 00 

Washington, D.C. 2 03 30 
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July 11,2006 



Honorable Rob Portman 
Director, Office of Management and Budget 
1650 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20503 

Dear Ambassador Portman: 



Congratulations on being named by President Bush as Director of the Office 
of Management and Budget (OMB). Instead of raising the question about 



rresiaem snows me men level ot confidence he nas in you, a continence 1 



lgli level ot confidence ne has in you, a confidence 
know you have richly earned. As you assume the duties of Director of OMB 
I am writing to make you aware of and solicit your support for the granting 

of a pending Pdrition_for_Pjesiden fial Pardon for fnimer CfiogFtHwrfwri 

Mario Biaggi which is now beforejbre^dent Hush .Senator Dtt.pti Hafr-h an 
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v I~arc square ly"behind Ma rigjjia^gland have wanenjQ-tbe ^reside nt several 
Jimes astdngliim to consider and grant this Pardon. 

I am requesting that you familiarize yourself with the petition and what we 
believe are the persuasive reasons for a Pardon to be issued in this case so 
that you may be willing to intervene with President Bush in behalf of Mario 
Biaggi in support of his consideration of a Presidential pardon, 

Mario Biaggi, who we have known as an able and dedicated legislator, has 
been in public Fife for almost forty years. Mario was and is a man with a big 
heart and a passion for public service that has always impressed all who 
came to know him. During a political career which began after his service 
as a police officer and saw him rise to become a multi-term Member of 
Congress and Chair of the House Merchant Marine Committee, Mario 
Biaggi was known for his legislative acumen and "his extraordinary 
constituent service. He is also praised for his active interest and role in 
securing peace in Northern Ireland. Mario lives today in the community he 
rsnr£Setitd in rht. Honir^'i for man^yran -and, rrmains etnTmfly prpulnr 
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yparq. apr? remains &vrrr > mfi ]. y popular 

JcrsM Nctv- Ynrk-City. ~ — =*»= 



One of M^rio Biaggi's singular achievements in keeping with his dedicated 
support of law enforcement throughout his career was his securing of the 
passage of legislation for the creation of a Law Enforcement Officers 
Memorial in the nation's capital to honor the brave men and women who 
have made the ultimate sacrifice providing security for their fellow citizens. 
This Memorial was dedicated by the President's father during his 
Presidency. He remains a hero to the law enforcement community, much of 
which have joined the call for consideration of a Presidential Pardon. 
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A Petition for a Presidential Pardon for Mario Biaggi was requested of 
President Clinton in 1999 and Senator Hatch and I have requested that it be 
reviewed and given favorable consideration by President Bush in view of 
the appreciation being shown increasingly towards Mario because of his 
many contribution and exemplary public service. Now that Mario Biaggi 
has served his time and suffered the loss of reputation which accompanied 
his conviction, we believe it is time for him to be pardoned and the stain on 
his name removed. And we feel a special sense of urgency that this Pardon 
be issued soon. Mario Biaggi is 89 years old and in failing health, and we 
know that time is. growing short for him to be receive and appreciate his 
Pardon. 
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December 4, 2007 



Gefirge W. Bush 

President of the United States 

The "White House, 1600 Prainaylviinsa Ave, KW 

Washington, JiC 20500 

Dear President Bush: 

I m\\ writing to make- a special Christmas appeal in support of your granting a 
pardon to Mario Biaggi, who is nw *Xl yeais old and in failing health. As a 
person of faith, ymi wi5I appreciate, I know hww appropriate it won id by m (he 
ssasoti of cdobraltori of Ciod's greatest gift, for you to give the gift of his good 
name bsick. to Mario Biasgt as hit nears the end of a lifts devoted to public 
sen-vice. I mist yotj have received the franwd newspaper stories tit \hc 
ec!ebratic>n df Mario's yOth birthday which 1 shared with yoit and that yon 
ftiutid them as heaifwcinnimg as I did as a [jiguifestaitom of the great love laid 
respect felt for Maria in his home commuitity, the- Oty yf New York. 

As you, may rce-aih in my letter { utimd Osis quote from the news article on the 
celebration which I believe uorrtjctly assesses his oaroer and places his 
conviction into propiJr conleott: "Mario Mali's popularity was earned 
through liartl worfc, bravery, loyalty, sincl chstrni, Eiwly in his career it 
appeared that he was on. the fast track to become the mnyor liiat would save 
the ojty I row the ravages of crime and dependency. His hid for Mayor in 1973 
collapsed iu scandal over questions about his testimony before a grand jury 
some years earlier, While Mario ftiasgi was not hurilicatcd it) any 
wnMigdoimg, thai his aireer vita BMwned by the kind (if whispers that havi; 
dogged many Italian- American politicians." 

I stgniii ask you to consider and Sr4tftt Mitrio Biaggi ft Kesttienlifll Paction of 
his criminal conviction for misconduct in office; friends of Mario Bia^gi, 
including Seiiaros' Grrm Hatch, who has repeatedly joined me in requesting 
EhiA Pardon from yon, belie vt that on balance his exemplary uhpscj as a jmlilic 
servant far outweigfis She mistakes Shut he made and that as be nam at ago 90 
ihn wtmI of life, it is trie- j«at mid right tiling; to clear the- good Htirae that he 
earned in his public service, Mario fokgtgi has spust over forty years in public 
semce. During u political career which began after his ssrvi.ee us a police 
wfSicer and sinw him rise to become a uiiiKi^ecm Member ctf Congress mni 
C3;*ir of tfoe House Merchant Marine- Committee, Mario wasj Stn*iwn fen 1 his 
legislative aoupicn and his (sxtrsntfiMiary tionstiti.ie'nt swi'vice. He in also 
praijjwl for his active interest and role iu a^.LriAm peace irt Nerthetti IreSami. 
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Congressman Biaggi was convicted of the crimes of bribery, conspiracy, and 
perjury in 1988 and was sentenced to imprisonment for eight years and fined 
$242,000. He was imprisoned on April 10,1989, and released with a medical 
discharge on June 19, 1991. His petition for pardon after completion of 
sentence was filed on August 13, 1999 and it remains pending before the 
Pardon Attorney in the Department of Justice. 

Given the high regard in which Mario is held and the importance of lifting the 
cloud from his reputation before his passing, I hope you will review his 
petition and favorably respond to my urgent request that you review and in' 
the spirit of Christmas grant his Petition for a Presidential Pardon. 



CBR/gad 




cc. US Senator Orren Hatch 
Chief of Staff Joshua Balten 
Counsel to the President Harriet Miers 
Assistant to the President Allan B. Hubbard 
Pardon Attorney Roger C. Adams 
Honorable Peter King 
Honorable Mario Biaggi 
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LETTER 

OCTO&ER 1 ? f 3007 

PRFSIOFiNT BUSH 
CHARLES RANG a. 

UNITED STATES HOUSE OF Fl£ir>RESENTATIVF::5 
WASHINGTON, DC 20 5 15 



WR]Ti3 AGAfN TO ASK THE. PRESIDENT TO CONSIDER AND GRANT 
FORMS Ft CON GROSSMAN MARIO ftlAGGI A PRUDENTIAL PARDON 



B8 



PRO MPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -IP RE QUI R&D ACTION HAS NOT' B£FN TAKEN WETHf N 9 
WORKING DAYS O P RECEIP T. UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE 
UNDERSIGNED AT 
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October 1 7, 2007 



George W. Bush 

President of the United States 

The White I-Eoiise t 1 6'00 Pefttisyfvftnsa Ave. WW 

Washington, DC 20500 

Dear President hush: 



I asn writing EigsLiin lo ask. yon co tif.iri.wlcr m\ii gran! former Congressman 
Maria Biaggi li Presidential Pardon of liis criminal e-tjin/iecioci for 
miser/induct in office,; friends of M:irin fti&g^i, including Senator Orriji 
R&Ejch, who has joined ine in n.vqu Lasting this Pardon from you,, believe llt;t[ 
<}fi balance his exemplary career as a jiubiio servant far out weighs the 
mistake* that, he made and thai as he iitfirs liie end of' Uffr, it ii* iht just and 
right tiling tr> elo:tr the good uami: that hp earned hi his public service. 

News I have recently received that, (try old friend Mm 1 to Biiipj^i has hflsn 
diagnosed \Ve£Vi cfilOn Cancer reminds me of how (rigifc life is and taoscs 
nno to ptend the case for his Presidential Patdon. mors: urjjfsivtty. 
Congressman Mario ftiaggi was convicted of the crimes of oh hay, 
conspiracy arid perjury in 1988 and was sentenced (o imprisonment for eight 
years and fined $242,00(1 Mr. Biaggi was imprisoned an April [0, 
and released with a medical discharge on June i9, His petition for 

pardon after completion of sentence wasfiied on August 13, 19W and it 
remains pending before the Pardon Attorney in the Department of Justiiit. 

Mftmo Biaggi, who « have known as an able and dedicated legislator, has 
ixitn in pub (it life- iilmost forty yisiirs, btt#mnm£ nx a poiiw officer who 
was decorated for his c-xtraordiiwy bravery and courage. During a jwlificid 
career which followed 1 hiii fame as a policeman and .saw him rise tn become 
a muSti-term Member of Conpews and Chair of the Housb Mm bitiU Marine 
Commutes, Mario Biaggi was known for his legislative acumen and his 
extraordinary constituent sendee. He was, && well, an effective advocate; of 
international hunnm rights and ji peacemaker given credit for his relo in 
sciiurmg pcacf! in Morf.rimi Irel;iTid. 

Given Maria's illness, f hope yrm will review hi$ petition and favorably 
respond to my LirgfnU request that yoj^ rcvn'ew and grant his Petition tor « 
Prosidenfiai Piirdan. 

Si)1oe[L>i 



kfembor of Con^fhss 
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U.S. Depart JTsesif ttf jiiss.ktf 



Office of the Pardon Attorney 
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m 19 Mi 



The Honomblo Charles 15. Range t 
Chairman 

Committee of Ways and Means 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, IXC, 20515 

Dear Congressman R angel: 

This is ij: reply to your later to Presidium Otiama r.>f TcLLULiiTy 5, 20 to i« which you 
indicated your support for a Presidential pardon for longer Congressman Mario Ni&g&i, 

Mr. l.iiaggt's application for pardon wfis considered in the Department of Justice and \t\ 
the. Whjte Vtou.se, where it was defied by Prosiduttt Bush t)t\ Jatmsii'y 1 9, 2(X.1Q. Mr. Viiaggi wilt 
bo eligible to reapply f.br pardon tin January 19, 20 1 1, after dim passage of" two yeaes from fhe 
dale his previous application was denied. 

I irusf. ttxaf this answer is responsive i.o your question, and thank you for writing tci the 
Prrakku!. 



Sincerely, 




Ronald 1 L. Rodgers 
Pardon Attorney 
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January 5 , 20 K) 



liarack il Ob am a 

Fr«$i<toit of the United States 

The White- House, 

1 600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW 

Washington, DC 20500 

Dtiar President Obftina: 

I am writing to ask you to grant a Preside lial pardon to my foi7nc:r ootleiigufj in the 
CongRVSfl Mario Kia^i who w»a convicted of the crimes of bribwiy, conspiracy nut! 
perjury iti L98S and was sentence! to imp-'isutimon.t for flight yean* antl fined 5242,000. 
Mr. Hiaggi was imprisoned on April 10, E S>S*J, and released with a niedicaS discharge oh 
June 19, 1 99 ] . His. petition for pardon after completion of sonfi;nr;o was tiled on Ais^ust 
1 3, [999 it remains pending before this Pajdon Attorney in the Department of Justice 

Mario Biaggi, who I have known ;ls ;tt\ able and dedicated legislator, has- been i ft. public 
life for almost forty years. Mario wa^ ami is <l hi Mi with a big heart and a passion for 
public sftfrvieti that has iilw^u impfessed all who came to know him. During a politic a! 
eflreer which began after his service as u police officer and saw him rise to buconrje a 
multi-term Member of Con grass arid Chair of the House Merchant Marine Committee, 
Mario litaggi was known far his legislative acumen and his extraordmairy constituent 
service-. He is sdso prui-Siit] for his iicSive mt'-rest arid role in securing peace in Northern 
L'rdand. Mario Jives today in the community he represented in the Congress for many 
years- and remains extremely popular with his neighbors and highfy regarded by 
community loaders in Now York City, 

M'ario ftfaggi's popularity has uanstfi! through hard work, bravery, loyalty and 
charm, Early in his cancer it appeared chat he, was on the fast track to become (he mayor 
that would save the city from the ravages of crime and dependency. His bid for mayor in 
t9'?!J collapsed in stand a! over questions of bis testimony before a Grand Jury sonic, veins 
earlier. While Mssrio Biaggi was not implicated in any wrongdoing, his carter was mantd 
by the kind of whispers about organm^l crime. 1 that have (Sogjiftd miiny Italian American 
politicians. 



WA<h'^;^iu tfi^r.t Hut-in:-! Oii^nr 
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A Petition far b Presidential Pardon, for Mai io Biaggi was roqueted of Prositfent Clinton 
in 1 9f)9 and I requusi that it be reviewed arid givan favorable consideration by you iis 
view of the appreciation being shown increasingly towards Mario because of his many 
contributions and cxianplary public service. Now thai Mario Biaggs hm served his time 
and suffered the loss of reputation which accompanied his ronviction, 1 believe it is time 
for bm to be pardoned and the stain ost his nadny removud. 



CBR/krj 





U.S. Depart me Fist of justice 



Office of the; Pardon Attorney 



NOUS 201D 



The Honorable Charles B. Range! 
Chairman 

Committee of Ways and Means 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington DC 20515 

Dear Congressman Rangel: 

This is in reply to your Setter of September 24, 2010, to the President reiterating your 
support for a pardon of former Congressman Mario Biaggi and requesting thai he Hot be required 
to satisfy the remas sidle r of the applicable waiting period before he may reapply for executive 
clemency. 

Mr. Biaggi will become eligibly to reapply for pardon on Jrtiwiary 19, 201 1 , 
approximately three months from now. The purpose of the two-year waiting period is to perns iE a 
previously denied demency applicant to develop a further record of good citizenship and good 
character in order to provide new information in support of his rttiewttd request for pardon. 
Given tins purpose, waivers of the watting period are rarely granted, arid then only upon the 
request (if the clemency applicant himself. 

1 Slope that, this information is helpful to you. 'IlianJc you for writing to the President, and 
for your inters in this matter. 



Sincerely, 




Ronald L, Rodger s 
Pardon Attorney 



Congress of t(jc Wlmttb State 



September 24, 2010 



Biuack. H. ObiiJim 

Pres Uteri! of the United States 

The Whiie Hon s«-., 

1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW 

Washington, DC 20300 

Dear SVesirteni Ohamai 



[ iim writing in follow up to rny letter on April 1 j, 2010, to ask. you 1o gracit a Presidential 
pan] on to my fonn.er colleague in the Congfcss Mario B tag tit who was convicted of tins 
crimes of buttery, conspiracy and perjury in 1988 mid was sentoiieer.5 to miprisonrttent for 
ei lj h i years and fined $7,42,000, Mi. Biiiggi was imprisoned on April SQ, 19S9, and 
released w:ifh ii. medial discharge on June 19, 199 1. I received your March ]9, 2010 
response and am requesting thai the time period between review of his pardon request lie 
waived in light of his advanced aye, weakened state a f beaitb arid commitment of' service 
(0 the American people. 

Mario Biagtu, who 1 have known as an able and dedicated legislator, has b ltch in public 
Life for almosS. forty years. Mario was- und is a maft with a big heart, and a pass ion for 
pubiie service that has always impressed all who came to know h.i.m. During a political 
career which begun after hi a semce- as it police officer and saw him vise to became a 
o:inlli"(t™. Member of Congress and Chair of the ifou.se Merchant Murine Committer 
Mario Biaggi was known for his legislative acumen and his extraordinary constituent 
sor^iee. He in also praised for hi* active interest and vole in securing peace Irk Northern 
Ireland, Mario lives today in the community he represented in the Congress formally 
veal's and remains extremely popular with his neighbors iind highly regarded by 
oommimity leaders in New York City. 

Mario Biagjip's popularity has been earned through hard work, br tLvery, loyalty and 

tit arm. Early in his career if appeared that he was on the fast track to become the mayor 

I hat would save ihe city from ihe ravages of erirae and dependency. His hid for mayor in 

1973 collapsed in scandal over questions, of his testimony lie fere a (hand fury some yeare 

earlier. While Mario Riag^i was not implicated in any wrongdoing, his career was marred 

by tbe kind of whispers about organised ennui have dodged n>any Italian American 

politicians. 
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A Petition for a Presidential Pardon far Mario B\u$gi was requested £' PtCS id on !. C 1 1 ULon 
in i 999 and I request ih.nl \i be rev it-wart and given J'ELvorwble t--tmsi deration by you in 
view of the imprecision beini; shown mcrmirifrLy towards Mario because of his many 
L'onLri but ions md exemplary public service. N r ow that Mario Birtgjiij has served his lime 
and suffered the loss of reputation which, accompanied [us conviction, I believe it is time 
far him to ba pardon ed and the stain on his minis removed. 
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(jicorge W. Itoisb 

President of the United States 

The White House, ] 600 Pennsylvania. Ave. NW 

Washington, DC 20500 

Dear President liush: 

I am writing to uiakc a special appeal as you near the end of your second 
tcim and begin the process of considering which Americans with pending 
mtuesilH for Presidential Pardons deserve to receive the last Pardons it wit! 
be your privilege to grant as, President, that you grani a pardon to firmer 
Congressman Mario Biaggi, who is now 90 yeais old artd in failing health, 
fie is in and nut rtf tEte hospital with life threatening illnesses and we fear 
fliaf despite his sxiraorilinHry fighting spirit Mario is running short of time 
to have his name cleared. As a person of personal and potitkal integrity, 
yout will appreciatf^ I know, how important it is to have yoitr reputation 
restored by (he retsum cfyour own good name. I appeal to you with specif 
urgeney and fervor lo give the gift of his good name back to Mario Biaggi 
in one of your tasl acts of Pardon sis he nsuvs the end of a lift', devote J to 
public service, 

As in past appenis I. sim joined now by MarioV; ciose and devoted friend 
Senator Orrin Hatch and by hundreds of others who Icnow, respect, arid love 
him front his distinguished career in public senile. 'Vbs Mario Biagjji we 
havti admired and weight to emulate over years is an able- and dedkafjed 
legislator who served in public life for nutria than forty years. Mario was 
and is » man with a trig heart and a passion for pubitc service that has 
always impressed all who came to know him and even niore so those like 
myself who were privileged to work and serve with him, During a politics.] 
career which began after his service as a police officer and saw him rise to 
bceoisie a iHuUi-ifsmm Member of Congress, and Chair of the House Merchant 
Marbie Cosrmittee, Mario ftiaggi was known for his legislative acumen asod 
his extraordinary coitsfiftient service. He is also praised far his active 
interest and role in securing peace in Northern freknd, Mario lives today in 
the coiiTtnnnity he represented in the Congress and remains extKirnoly 
popular artd highly regarded by community Senders in New York City. 
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One of Mario Binggi's singular achievements in keeping with his dedicated 
support of law enforcement throughout bis career was his securing of Lhc 
passage of legislation for the creation of a Liw linibreement Officers 
Memorial in the nation's capital to honor fhe brave men and women who 
have made the ultimate sacrifice providing security for their fellow citizens, 
■■fliifi Memorial wat; dedicated by yesur father during his Presidency. Mario 
Biaggi remains n hero to the [aw aiforeeiru'nt community, much of wtiieh 
have joined the call for your consideration and granting of a Presidential 
to Mario. 
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As you may recall I wrote last J>ccember to tall you of the celebration of 
Mario's 90th birthday and the affection manifesto! towards Mario at that 
time, my letter I cited this quote tin™ the mews surtiele on the celebration 
which i befieve correctly assises his career and places his conviction into 
pjiSTper Mniiext: "Miirio Biaggi's popularity wax earned through hard work, 
bravery, loyalty, and ohatrn, Early in his cancer it appeared that he was on 
the fast track to become the mayor that would save the- city from the ravages 
of crime Mud dependency. His bid for Mayor in 1973 collapsed in scandal 
over questions aho«f. his testimony before a grand jury some years carlsur. 
While- Maiio fiiaggi was not implicated in any wrongdoing, (hen his career 
was marred by the kind of whispers flint have dogged many Italian- 
American politic tans." 

f again ask yoy to consider and grant Mario liiaggi a PresidentisiJ .Pardon of 
his enttimal conviction for misconduct in office- because J strau^y believe- 
that on balance his exemplary career as a public servant far outweighs the 
mistake that he made and that as be near* at age DO the end of life, it is the 
just and tight tiling to oleiir the good mum: that he flamed m his public 
service. 

Cfiugrnssman. Biagfti was convicted of the whites of bribery, conspiracy, 
and perjury la. 19SS and was sentenced to imprisonment for eight years aoid 
fined ^242,00fl. He was imprisoned tm April 10, 1989, aitd released with a 
medical discharge on June- 19, His petition for pardou after 

completion of sentence was filed, on August, l.i, 1999 and it remains 
ponding he fort the Pardon Attorney in the Department of Justice-. 

Given the high regard in which Mario is held nnd lint importance of lifting 
the cloud from his reputation before his passing, I hope yon wtli review his 
pdifi™ m<$ favorably rcispond to my urgeist request that you again review 
and include in your final list of Presidential Pardon, 1 ! Mario Hiaggi's Petition 
for a Prc.sideiitei.1 Pardon. 



CRR/gad 

(X. US Sena! or Qrrm Hateb 
Chief of Staff Joshua EJolten 
Counsel to the President Fred Fielding 
Pardon Attorney Roger C. Adams 




Member «f Congress 




U. S. Department of Justice 



Pardon Attorney 



Washington, D.C. 20530 



JAN 2 3 2009 



The Honorable Charles B. Rangel 
House of Representatives 
2354 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Congressman Rangel: 

This refers to the application for pardon of Mario Btaggi, regarding whom you have 
previously expressed your support to the President and the Department of Justice. 

Mr. Biaggi's pardon application has been carefully considered in this Department and the 
White House, and the decision has been reached that favorable action is not warranted. His 
application was therefore denied by President George W. Bush on January 19, 2009. 



Sincerely, 




Ronald L. Rodgers 
Pardon Attorney 




B54 Kaybum Hwssw Office B^disjg 



CONGRESSMAN CHARLES B. RANGBL 



This e<MSttrt(mt ta ktsrcyted only for use afflict pswty io wliwi it is s&fceagcii ^ ^ uoatfiui 
Jnjtamtica that 10 privileged, GosftfldEfltM* and pvotottcd faun djsvltisyrc unite ijp^icatolc taw. 
if jwj re nut tibe wMthssbb.. or Apcsraort auftwriiwsd to faYwtx ths dofiWmftiit to to (yJdxesaae, you 
etc hsiby isjatiScd thai tffiy h-wkw, diauJtuHiKef, <Ua(iemiEiattoTi, fiopyinjj or aflj&r nctioa ly&seti on ibis 
contHBS o£ $as cdtumuittCHtbii fe not eufijoitiKfid, If ytrci h&YO received Ms dtwwroettt in eeew, 
plasurc inaRiediatoly nmify uh by tdfijsltane sn<l return to at (he Qjt&vE acidmra toy mail 
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APRIL ?A, 3007 
PRESIDENT BUSK 
CHARLES RAN GO. 

UNITED STATES MOUSE: OF REPRESENTATIVES 
WASHINGTON, DC 2051 5 

REQUESTS THE PRESIDENT TO CONSIDER A PRESIDENTIAL 
PARDON FOR MARIO BfAGGI 



■A. ML n-T 1 



B6 



PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACT! ON HAS NOT ftBEW TAKt:N WITHIN 9 
WORKING DAYS OF REC EIPT , UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE 
UNDERSIGNED AT-"* 
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Congress of tfje ®tuteb States? 

i»ro«fe of ftepresfentattoesf A P nl 24 - 2007 
»urt)titgtoit, 2BC 20515-3215 

President George W. Bush 
The White House 
1 600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear President Bush: 

I am taking the opportunity of our flight together to New York to give you 
this letter to make you aware of a pending Petition for Presidential Pardon 
for former Congressman Mario Biaggi which is strongly supported by 
Senator Orren Hatch and myself and concerning which we have written to 
your Counsel Harriett Miers and Attorney General Alberto Gonzales. I am 
requesting you to familiarize yourself with the petition and what we believe 
are the persuasive reasons for a Presidential Pardon to be issued in this case. 

Mario Biaggi, who we have known as an able and dedicated legislator, has 
been in public life for almost forty years. Mario was and is a man with a big 
heart and a passion for public service that has always impressed all who 
came to know him. During a political career which began after his service 
as a police officer and saw him rise to become a multi-term Member of 
Congress and Chair of the House Merchant Marine Committee, Mario 
Biaggi was known for his legislative acumen and his extraordinary 
constituent service. He is also praised for his active interest and role in 
securing peace in Northern Ireland. Mario lives today in the community he 
represented in the Congress for many years and remains extremely popular 
and highly regarded by community leaders in New York City. 

A Petition for a Presidential Pardon for Mario Biaggi was requested of 
President Clinton in 1999 and Senator Hatch and I have requested that it be 
reviewed and given favorable consideration by you in view of the 
appreciation being shown increasingly towards Mario in New York and the 
law enforcement community because of his many contributions and 
exemplary public service. Now that Mario Biaggi has served his time and 
suffered the loss of reputation which accompanied his conviction, we 
believe it is time for him to be pardoned and the stain on his name removed. 



CBR/gad 



Washington Office 
Q 2354 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515-3215 
Telephone: (202) 225-43(5 
Fax: (202) 22S-0B16 




es B. Rangel 
Chairman, Committee on Ways and Means 



Please Respond To Office Checked 



District Office 
163 West 125th Street 
New York. NY 10027 
Telephone: 1212) 663-3S00 
Fax: (212) 663-4277 



(Enngress of Untied states 

Haslfhiginn, S<E 20515 



February 28, 2005 

The President of United States, George W. Bush 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 



Dear President Bush: 



As members of Congressional Black Caucus we respectfully urge you to grant a 
posthumous pardon to John Arthur "Jack" Johnson, the first African-American 
heavyweight-boxing champion. In a gross misapplication of the Mann Act, he was 
wrongfully prosecuted and convicted in the highly charged racial atmosphere of early 20th 
century America. 

The details of that sad episode in America's racial history were reported recently in Ken 
Burns' powerful public television documentary entitled Unforgivable Blacbiess: The Rise 
and Fall of Jack Johnson. Johnson's historic athletic achievements, independence and 
courage in the context of the times made him an inspirational figure who gave hope to a 
population of African Americans living under harshly repressive Jim Crow laws and racial 
violence. 



Johnson, the son of former slaves from Galveston, Texas, won the world heavyweight 
championship by defeating Tommy Burns in 1908. His victory and disdain for the racial 
mores of the day enraged his opponents in the press, and eventually led to a campaign to 
discredit the flamboyant champion who flaunted his wealth and relationships with whites. 

In 1913, Johnson was prosecuted under a perverted application of a law meant to curtail 
organized interstate prostitution. Convicted on the testimony of a rejected former lover, 
Johnson fled the country. He returned seven years later to serve out his one-year sentence. 
While on the run, Johnson lost his title to Jess Willard in 1915, and never regained his 
earlier success. He died in a car accident in 1 946 at the age of 68. 

Although he was criticized for his flamboyant lifestyle, Johnson was a hero to African 
Americans and others across the country who admired his toughness and independence. 
Self-educated, he refused to bow to limitations imposed by race or myths of racial 
superiority. In his home state, many Texans recognize Jack Johnson Day on March 31st. 

We join with Ken Bums and many of our colleagues in Congress in calling for a 
posthumous pardon of Jack Johnson, and thank you for your consideration of this matter^ 
during Black History Month. 




Sincerely, 
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